Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 173 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.042; wR factor = 0.126; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.3.
The title compound, C 13 H 14 N 2 O 3 Á0.5H 2 O, was synthesized by the condensation of methyl 3-aminopropionate with 3-trichloroacetylindole. The two organic molecules in the asymmetric unit are both close to planar, with r.m.s. deviations from the best fit plane through all of the non-H atoms of 0.004 (2) Å for molecule A and 0.006 (1) Å for molecule B. Also, the five-and six-membered rings of the indole systems are inclined at 1.67 (8) and 1.50 (8) in molecules A and B, respectively. In the crystal structure, the organic molecules are connected by intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, forming chains. O-HÁ Á ÁO and N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen-bond interactions involving the water molecules interlink these chains, forming double chains approximately parallel to the a axis. 
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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). et al., 1987) and are comparable to those found in similar structures (Huang et al., 2009; Siddiquee et al., 2009 ).
In the crystal structure, molecules of the organic compound are linked through N-H···O H-bonds to form dimers that are connected by another N-H···O H-bonds to generate chains, and the O-H(W)···O and N-H···O(W) H-bond interactions link these chains to form double-chains extending to the a axis (Table 1, Fig. 2 ).
The hydrochloride salt of methyl 3-aminopropionate (0.70 g, 5 mmol) and 3-trichloroacetylindole (1.32 g, 5 mmol) were added to acetonitrile (10 ml), followed by the dropwise addition of triethylamine (1.2 ml). The mixture was stirred at room temperature for 16 h and then poured into water. After filtration, the precipitate was collected as a yellow solid. The impure product was dissolved in EtOH at room temperature. Light yellow monoclinic crystals suitable for X-ray analysis (m.p. 409 K, 86.2% yield) grew over a period of one week when the solution was exposed to the air.
Refinement
All non-H atoms were refined with anisotropic displacement parameters. The H atoms bound to C and N were positioned geometrically [C-H = 0.99Å for CH 2 , 0.98Å for CH 3 , 0.95Å for CH(aromatic) and N-H = 0.88 Å] and refined using a riding model, with U iso = 1.2U eq (1.5U eq for the methyl group) of the parent atom. The water H atoms were located in a difference Fourier map and were constrained in these positions with O-H = 0.8497 and 0.8533, and with U iso = 1.5U eq (O).
Figures Fig. 1 . The asymmetric unit of the title compound, with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level.
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